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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
MYTH: You can’t pass a (gas tax/EV fee/RUC).

Bills approved:
2023 (to-date): 28 bills [12.5% total bills introduced were approved]
2022: 22 bills [21% of total bills introduced were approved]
2021: 35 bills [17% of total bills introduced were approved]
2020: 19 bills [10% of total bills introduced were approved]
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Transportation Investment Ballot Measures: 2014-2023

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
MYTH: Voters don’t support transportation funding.
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2023 Transportation Investment Ballot Measures

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Voters in 18 states Nov. 8 approved 88 percent of 380 state and local ballot initiatives aimed at boosting transportation investment.

$19.8B in new and renewed, one-time and ongoing

Key measures:
San Fransisco- 0.5% sales tax for 30 years, up to $236M annually + bond up to $1.91B
Colorado- Pikes Peak Rural Transportation Authority overwhelmingly renewed (80%) a one-cent sales tax for 10 years

Texas- $12.9B, $1.5B of it in 27 localities and $11.4B for municipal utility districts

Ohio- Most localities (122), 94% approval rating



Arizona Transportation Funding Ballot Measures
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Voters in 18 states Nov. 8 approved 88 percent of 380 state and local ballot initiatives aimed at boosting transportation investment.

$19.8B in new and renewed, one-time and ongoing

Key measures:
San Fransisco- 0.5% sales tax for 30 years, up to $236M annually + bond up to $1.91B
Colorado- Pikes Peak Rural Transportation Authority overwhelmingly renewed (80%) a one-cent sales tax for 10 years

Texas- $12.9B, $1.5B of it in 27 localities and $11.4B for municipal utility districts

Ohio- Most localities (122), 94% approval rating



93% of State Lawmakers Voting For a State Motor Fuel Tax 
Increase And Stood For Reelection Won Their Race
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
MYTH: A particular party will be voted out of office if they support a tax/fee increase.

Virginia state lawmakers up for reelection in 2021 following 2020 transportation funding increase (w/ gas tax tied to CPI)
92 percent of lawmakers who voted YES won their primary
(If asked 97 percent of lawmakers who voted NO won their primary)



Republican Lawmakers

Democrat Lawmakers

93% of State Lawmakers Voting For a State Motor Fuel Tax 
Increase And Stood For Reelection Won Their Race
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
MYTH: Transportation is a (dem/rep) issue.

Transportation is a bipartisan issue

Map is based off of MOST RECENT gas tax increase. Some states, like California (first time, mixed legislature and gov; second time, all Dem) Indiana (first time, mixed leg and gov; second time, all Republican), and Arkansas (1997- dem legislature, rep gov) have passed multiple bills since 1997


2017:
Democrat governor, Democrat majority legislature:
California (only one Republican legislator voted for the bill)
Republican governor, Republican majority legislature:
Tennessee
Indiana
South Carolina (gov. veto override)
Dem governor, Republican legislature:
Montana

2016:
New Jersey: Gov. Chris Christie republican, legislature (both houses) majority Democrat

Of the 8 gas tax increases passed in 2015---
Governor Republican, and House and Senate both majority Republican:
Michigan
Utah 
South Dakota 
Idaho
Georgia
Governor Republican, House majority Republican, Senate majority Democrat:
Iowa
Governor Republican, Legislature technically ‘No Party’ (but majority Republican):
Nebraska
Governor Democrat, Legislature Mixed:
Washington (House Dem, Senate Rep)

2014--
Governor Democrat, House Democrat, Senate Republican:
New Hampshire
Governor Democrat, House and Senate Democrat:
Rhode Island

2013--
Governor Republican, House and Senate Republican:
Virginia
Pennsylvania
Wyoming
Governor Democrat, House and Senate Democrat:
Vermont
Massachusetts
Maryland
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34 States with Gas Tax Changes 16 States (and D.C.) with No Changes
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Source: ARTBA’s Transportation Investment Advocacy Center How Changes in State 
Gas Tax Rates Affect  Prices Motorists Pay  at the Pump, March 2022

18% of gas tax change is passed through in the retail
Price of gasoline two weeks after a change takes effect.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
MYTH: A gas tax increase will greatly effect citizens.

ARTBA examined 177 changes in state gasoline tax rates in 34 states between 2013 and 2021. 
Variable rate changes (inflation, AWP of fuel, etc), increases and decreases
Legislative changes
May 2021 one-month gas tax suspension in Georgia that was initiated via gubernatorial executive action.
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Some of these very dependent on the state… questions advocates need to ask themselves on what works better.
Ex:
- Coalitions: big or small?
Is bipartisan possible? Is there a party trifecta?
Effective message… read the room: job creation? Safety? Competitive edge?



Carolyn Kramer Simons
Senior Director, State Funding Policy

American Road & Transportation Builders Association
ckramer@artba.org

202-289-4434
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